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TFIE ANNOUNCER: The ABC Television Network presents,  

from Washington, D. C., OPEN HEARING, a program dedicated t o  

publ ic  service .  

Now here is your host ,  ABC commentator Charles Ashley. 

MR. ASHLEY: I am s i t t i n g  in  for  John Secoadari who le out 

of t h e  cauntry on assignments. 

Here i n  Washington t h i s  is a time 09 decision. The 

Senate has been i n  session one week. It has already passed 

the  Antarctica Treaty. I t  bas beyore i t  arguments 

still -- perhaps bogged down -- on minimum wage. Upcoming w i l l  - 
be some debate and some ac t ion  perhaps on medical care fo r  

the aged ana aging. 

These th ings  and other  matters b e f o ~ e  the Senate a f f e c t  

a l l  of us  in our pocketbooks and person. So today, t o  f ind  

out j u s t  what might happen, w e  have ca l led  for  questioning 

the  Senate Minority Leader, Sveret t  McKinley Dirksen, 

Republican from I l l i n o i s .  

Ading i n  t h e  questioning w i l l  be John W a r d s ,  our 

White House correspondent, and John RoPfson, ABC Washington 

correspondent. 

Now l e t ' s  get t o  work. Senator Dirksen, r e a l i s t i c a l l y ,  

what can w e  expect of t h i s  sess ion of Congress? 

SENATOR DXBKSXN: Well, f Frst  le t  m e  take exception 

t o  a @Pause in your opening statement t h a t  things a r e  

bogged down. They are not bogged down, 
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MR. ASHLEY: They have been debating on minimum wages 

f o r  four days now. 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I know. But here is a measure t h a t  

nas broad impact on the  e n t i r e  country and pwtbcular ly  on the 

msrahants in the small toms. So it is only f a i r  t o  

assume that thora is broad i n t e r e s t  in Congress and i f  you 

have noted the  debates very carefu l ly ,  t he re  Sas been 

more discussion,  I th ink,  on the  & j o r i t y  a lde  than on our 

s ide .  So here is a b i l l  of batal importance and it can not 
. .- 

be s a i d  t h a t  it is bogged down. It ie ge t t ing  f a i r  discussion. 

1 haven't evan been a t  bat ye t  on t h i s  b i l l ,  and I expect 

to  discuss  it a t  some Beagth, and then t o  make t h i s  b i l l  

conform, i f  FIQ can, t o  our concept of what it ought t o  be. 

Since w e  a r e  as m c h  ia.terest.ed i n  a wage-hour amendment 

a s  anybody alse, we w i l l  have amendments t o  o f f e r ,  j u s t  a s  

we did i n  t h e  committee, and then we w i l l  have t o  let 

it take its course. 

ASHLEY: Do you tfiink you w i l l  ge t  t o  voting by 

Tuesday? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, we m y  get t o  voting by 

Tuesday, but it is p r o b l e m t i c a l  whether o r  not you could 

complete P t  by Tuesday o r  even by Wednesday. There is a 

major s u b s t i t u t e  that I shall. of fe r .  There is a major 

amandment t h a t  Senator Bolland of Florida w i l l  o f fe r ,  and 

1 think t h e m  are s & h w  i.arnsndmnta, probably aggregating 
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40 or  more i n  number, so by t h e  time we f i n i s h  a l l  those 

I would say It might be Wednesday. It could be Thursday, 

a s  a matter of f ac t .  

MRH ASHLEY: Well, with t h i s  i n  mind, what major 

leg is la t ion  do you expect t h i s  bobtailed sess ion of Congress 

w i l l  accomplish before it is supposed to  adjourn by Labor 

Day? 

SENATOR DIRKSES: Well, f i r s t  we f inished the Antartica 

Treaty. SecondPy, on t h e  riversYind harbors appropriat ions 

b i l l .  Now minimum wage. lt is f a i r  t o  assume t h a t  could - 
be followed with a secondazy boycott b i l l .  There a r e  some 

authorillstfons t h a t  tho  President wants on which the 

Foreign Relations Committee m e t  take action.  

We must take act ion on the  appropriations b i l l  fo r  

Mutual Security. And then,  pending over on t h e  House side 

in  the Rules Committee 09 &he Home ie  a e c h ~ o l  a id  b i l l ,  

a l s o  a housing b i l l ,  and then there may be others. So it  

depends e n t i r e l y  on how much the  ma30rity say want to  

accomplieh Pn t h i s  session. 

MR. ASHL+ILEH: John Edwards, you have a question, t he  

President wants 21 proposals paseed or acted on. 

MR. EQWARDS: Senator D i s b e n  thare'.hes been much 

discussion a13 t h i s  week about the Fresideat's message to  

Congress. Ye have hear3 c%aPz~s, countel  c3aia~e,  criticism, 

pra i se ,  and the a3.esi&nt1s cwn explanation mat It would be 
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inconsistent  with him not to  repeat these recommendations 

t o  Congress. 

How many of these so-called 21 items do you th ink  

the sess ion can a c t  upon? 

SENATOR DIR-=EN: Well, t h a t  is one of those 

imponderables and I doubt very much whether anybody can 

g ive  you a good, uoncrete answer. I have gone over the  

list p re t ty  w e l l .  I subnit ted one_, - a s  you know, t h a t  was 

tabled j u s t  shor t ly  a f t e r  we got out from port i n  t h i s  
. ~. 

session. 

MR. EDWARDS: You a re  speaking of c i v i l  r igh ts?  

SENATOR DPRKSEN: The two propmala i n  the  or ig ina l  

package tha t  I offered i n  February which were deleted, pa r t ly  

on my own motions, oddly enough, and then submitted them 

i n  the  hope t h a t  w e  could round out t h a t  package, t h a t  is one. 

Then there  is the  question of farm r e l i e f .  The 

President believes there  ought t o  be some act ion in t h i s  

sess ion on the  theory t h a t  you can ' t  wait u n t i l  January* 

When you s top to  consider t h a t  s torage cse%w:on'iihe 

surplus  wheat hoard alone run up t o  a thousand d o l l a r s  a 

minute, thn t  looks l i k e  something p re t ty  important and 

p re t ty  urgent. 

Then there  is an immig~atban proposal tht is pending. 

A good many others. There is the omnibus judge@ b i l l .  There 

ie the  a m a  radeat~log,wnt Ml1, twice vetoed because it was 



i n  a form t h a t  the  President refused t o  take. But I 

introduced a new b i l l  r i g h t  a f t e r  t he  veto, it is pending i n  

the Senate Banking Committee, and I am hopeful we can ge t  

ac t ion  on it. But wa a re  not i n  control ,  t h a t  is t h e  

important thing t o  remember. 

mBR. ASl&EY: With t h i s  imposing list ahead of you, 

a r e  you wi l l ing  t o  make so~ l~e  predict ion on when yarn w i l l  be 

a b l e  t o  leave washington;wZth a l l  work done? 

SENATOR DIRWEN: A l l  I know- is the  ta rge t  is Labor 

Day or  sometime before. Now t h a t  goes back then t o  the  - 
observation I ju s t  made a moment ago. After a l l ,  don't 

forget  t h a t  i n  the  Senate you have 66 Democrats and 34 

Republicans. We do not run t h e  show. It is for  them t o  

determine f ~ W Z U S ~ ;  '.. when they want t o  adjourn i f  they can 

summon up enough votes for  s i n e  d i e  adjournment resolut ion,  

and that means they must determine how much o r  how l i t t l e  

is t o  be enacted. 

Speaking f o r  myself, I am prepared t o  s tay.  In h i s  

message the  President s a i d  "YOU ought t o  stay hare unt i l  the 
task i a  done." I am quite willing. 

MR. EDWARDS: The President a l s o  suggested during h i s  

news c o n f e r e n c ~  t h a t  it is s i l l y  to  t a l k  about taking 

weelks and months f o  get  act ion on oim@i& measures, and 

he wee r e f e r r i n g  t o  h i s  21 item list. 

Hk, you consider these sinple things t h a t  could be 

disposed of quickly? 



SENATOR DIRKSEN: There am a good many of these t h a t  

could be dispotied of without extended debate. I am not 

insensible  t o  the  f a c t  t h a t  when you move i n t o  the  f i e l d  

of c i v i l  r i g h t s  or  ninimum wages t h a t  t he  impact is s o  

g rea t ,  t he  divergencies of viewpoint a re  so  many t h a t  it 

does take a l i t t l e  more time, 

But i f  it takes  t i m e ,  t h a t  is our duty. We a re  

discharging a public responsibilAty here. 

MR. EDWAFDS: Regardless of time, a re  you going t o  t r y  

on eveFy one of them Zl actto&'? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I don't  know t h a t  we can t r y  on every 

one of them but 1 w i l l  say t h i s :  I w i l l  make some kind of an 

endeavor on a good mny of these because I do not want it s a i d  

t h a t  a l l  w e  did was t o  engage i n  a l o t  of semantic exercises 

and make speeches on the  f l o o r  and d idn ' t  come up with 

concrete proposals and submit them f o r  act ion i n  the  

Senate and i n  t h e  Mouse. 

MR. ROLFBOM: Senator,  based on what you sa id  

yourself a f t e r  the  leaders '  meeting a t  the  White House 

the other day, a sort of s suggestion tha t  you iiiight put 

may of these  propoeals forward i n  the Senate a s  r i d e r s  t o  

ex i s t ing  leg is la t ion?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: That is r igh t .  

MR. ROtFSON: Are you de f in i t e ly  planning that? 

SENATOB DaBIBKSXN: You see you have t o  have some 



I 
fami l ia r i ty  with Senate ru l e s .  If  y m  recess ,  you have no 

morning hour. I f  you have no morning hour, you a r e  s t u l t i f i e d  

eomewbat i n  what you can do, because when w e  had a morning 

hour I offered the  c i v i l  r i g h t s  b i l l  and aaked for  f i r s t  

reading. Then I was i n  a pos i t ion  t o  ask f o r  second reading 

and there could be objection and it would have t o  go over 

f o r  a day. 

Now i f  you a r e  shut  o f f  by t e a t  parliamentary device, 

then of course you have to  chop Tt up somewhat and o f fe r  

it a s  r i d e r e - o r  amendments t o  b i l l s  t h a t  come. And even 

there  you are l imited.  You can o f fe r  no l eg i s l a t ion  t o  an 

appropriation b i l l .  You would have t o  suspend the r u l e  and 

get  a two-thirds vote. So you have t o  wait fo r  a l eg i s l a t ive  

proposal to  come t o  t h e  f l o o r  and then o f fe r  it t o  that .  

MR. ASBLEY: Because of t he  ac t ion  i n  the  Congress 

a t  t h i s  t i m e  -- X am thinking i n  terms of t he  people back 

home -- is it a question of t oo  much jockeying back snd 

f o r t h  because it is a p o l i t i c a l  gear ,  or a re  you r e a l l y  

working hard? 

SENILTOB DIRK3EIi: We a r e  r e a l l y  Laboring earnestly 

qu i te  as ide  from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  is a p o l i t i c a l  year 

Frankly, these th ings  were r e c i t e d  i n  the  President 's  

S t a t e  of the  Union hdsssags. H e  refreshed the  C o m e s s  

on it t h e  f i r s t  week i n  Nay and yenu w i l l  ibve observed 

i n  the mesage t h a t  came up m Xanday of t h i s  week, 

- 



"1 go back t o  t h a t  message and r eas se r t  and renew q i n t e r e s t  

and ask f o r  l eg i s l a t ion  on these  specif  kc items." So they 

have been here a long t i m e .  This is old ground tha t  we 

a r e  plowing. 

AtR, ROWSON: Well, Senator,  how a r e  you going t o  plow 

a l l  t h i s  old ground within t h i s  so-called t a rge t  date  

of Labor Day? 

SENATOR DIRXSEN: Well, I didn't set a t a r g e t  date. - 
EdR. EDWARDS: Senator, why d id  you gicb  c i v i l  r i g h t s  

from the  old  ground to  s t a r t  out'-with? I mean a f t e r  a l l  you 

spent an awful l o t  of time on t h a t  and t h e r e  was a b i l l  on 

t h a t  passed. Why did  you pick t h a t  a s  the  f i r s t  thing 

to  introduce? 

SENATOR DIRKSE-N: F i r s t  it was i n  the package w e  

introduced on the  15th 01 February. Secondly, t o  get  

act ion i n  the  c i v i l  r i g h t a  f i e l d  w e  had t o  make e m m  

concessions. That didn ' t  mean w e  were conceding our 

convictions. We were almply being r e a l i s t i c  and t r i e d  

to  get  a b i l l .  

Now then w e  come along with t h i s  sess ion  and the  President 

says 'q I td  l i k e  t o  have those two provie%ons restored." So 

I undertook to get  them res tored and I f a i l e d  in t h a t  

endeavor. 

MR. ASHLXY: Da you thiark we w i l l  have any c i v i l  r i g h t s  

b i l l  t h i s  sassion? 



SENATOR DIRKSEN: I don' t  know, but w e  haven't loat 

in t e re s t  i n  it. 
. v 

MR. ASHLEY: It is not a question of losing f&t'erest. 

Senator J a v i t s  s a i d  that he w i l l  br ing up another b i l l ,  but 

he indicated that be would bring i f  up only a f t e r  a l l  o ther  

important business was taken up and passed o r  not passed. 

SEIiATaR DIRKSEN: lily ffrien4 i n  t h i s  business I 

j u s t  have to  say you never make a gonfesslon. - 
The old motto is "Never say d i e  and never take your 

eyes off the  s t a r s . "  So hope is the s u m m i t ,  there  a r e  

those t w o  item in c i v i l  r i g h t s ,  t o  round out t h a t  

package, and consequently I work a t  it. And so long as we a re  

i n  seseian,  hope springs e te rna l .  



H I am trying t o  be ~ e a l i s t i c ,  Senator. 11 

SENATOR DIRKSEN 8 I 2.m too. 

JlR. ASBLFY: po you t)lnk there ~113, be- 3 C i V S l  

R i g h t s  b i l l  passed? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, I hope t o  oonsumate It, 1 

may f a i l .  

Mfi. ROUSON : Senator, '#e are talklng now about having 

our eyes on the s t a r s .  That is a long way off f o r  Labor 

Day, i s n ' t  i t ?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Not In t& space age. 

m. ROLFSON: Not ln  the space age? 

SENATOR DIRXsEN : Oh, no, 

MR. ROWSON : There seems t o  be some feel ing among 

many members on the H i l l  tha t  this is going t o  run a 

couple weeks i n to  September. How do you f e e l  about tha t?  

SEMATOR DIRKSEN: Well I wouldn't know because I am 

not in charge of the program. I am just the Hinority 

Leader. I have only got thirty-four troop8 on the b a t t l e  

line. !There are  sixty-slx on the other side. 

MR. ROWSON: Well let I s  say the other  side. If the 

troops on the other si* are able t o  get a cer ta in  closing 

date  on t h i s  sessLon, adjournmnt date; they go t o  the 

President and aay "Me are tlwough." Suppose the President 

i sn ' t  s a t i s f i ed  and wants t o  c a l l  them back. b there a 

chance f o r  a special  sesslon? 

SENATOR DIFi:- : I cannot speak f o r  the President. 
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I do know, however, that always when you wind up a session, 

he wanta t o  be notified. He could very well say "Look. 

You haven't taken very much action on th i s  program that I 

have submitted t o  you." R?am there on it is anybody's guess 

a s  t o  what w i l l  happen and whether o r  not he may have in 

mind, If he doesn't get  the thiage that  he thinks he should 

have, because of the urgency of some of these msaaums, 

he may very aomcelvably say " ~ e l i ,  .- there ought t o  be an 

extraordinary session, " and then that presupgoaea th i s  
. 

question: When? 

But those ape speculat1:ms and I do not venture too 

deeply in that f ield.  X am Quat dealing with varl t iea 

of the moment. 

MI. ROLPSON! I would l lke t o  follow th i s  duet one 

mament, if  I may, Charles: 

Ha8 the President indicated thls a t  a l l  t o  you in 

any of your leadership eetlngs that he m i g h t  under some 

oircumstancea be prepared t o  c a l l  a special session? 

SENAMR DIRKSEW: Well, I wouldnlt know. We am going 

t o  have a lesdership met ing on Tuesday, next, and we 

may have some discussion of It at that t-, hut there 

h m  been no discuserion of It thus f a r ,  Bnd,I a lo tm tw t o  

be very meticulous and never t r y  to  put Words in tha 

T n s l d e n t ~ s  m t h  o r  to cornnit him, or  men t o  C0XIjeCtu~ 

as to  what he w i l l  o r  ~1411 not do. 



PIR. AS-: L e t ' s  g e t  t o  spec i f i c s  now. The 

minimuPl wage: t h a t  w i l l  be debated a s  you sa id  perhagar 

u n t i l  Thursday? 

SENATOR DIBKSEN: Well, it is conceivable tha t  it 

could run t h a t  long. 

ML. ASELEX: Do you th ink  that there  w i l l  be a 

compromise of $1.15 an hour r a the r  than Kennedy's proposal 

of $1.251 D o  you think t h a t  eveebody could go along with - 
tha t?  

SENATQB DIEUYSGN: ActuallJi t h e  problem has not been too 

much t h e  wage fea ture  of these amendments. The r e a l  problem 

has been coverage. 

MR. ASIIEFP: By wooverage ,~  you mean how many more 

millions w i l l  be brought i n t o  t h i s .  The question of t h e  

f i v e  mil l ion.  

SENATQR DIRKSEN: In p a r t ,  but there  is a fundamental 

quest ion involved here, and X ce r t a in ly  concur with the  

argument made by Senator Ervin on t h e  majority s i d e  t h a t  

what you a r e  v i r t u a l l y  doing is tear ing  the  commerce clause 

of the Const i tu t ion t o  shreds and t h a t  is almost what t h i s  

b i l l  does. YOU do, of course, hang on some l imita t ions  

i n  t h e  form of a d o l l a r  sign, but a subsequent Congresa 

can reduce t h e  mil l ion dollorf l imi t  on r e t a i l  bueinesses. 

Another Congress can bring it down t o  $350,000. Another 

Congress, once the pr inc ip le  has been established,  can wipe 



it out al together.  And then the  long arm of 

centra l ized bureaucrat ic government can reach out and take 

i n t o  account t h e  comings and goings i n  the  a f f a i r s  of l i t t l e  

business en te rpr i ses  t h a t  a r e  s o  e s sen t i a l ly  not in 

I n t e r s t a t e  commerce, but wholly l o c a l ,  and i n  i n t r a s t a t e  

commerce. That is t h e  fundamental t h a t  is involved here. 

IdR- KOLFSON: You sound l i k e  you a r e  arguing against  

any minimum wage b i l l  a t  a l l .  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: So, 1 j u s t  want t o  modify t h i s  and 

perfect  it. That is the  reason I have e subs t i t u t e  substan- - 
t i a l l y  l i k e  the b i l l  t h a t  passed the  House. 

MR. EDWARDS: Well, Senator,  without asking you t o  

put words i n  t h e  Pres ident ' s  mouth, has he indicated t o  

you now i n  yon- conversations i n  advance of t h i s  t ha t  he w i l l  

veto the  wage b i l l ,  w i t h  t he  coverage t o  which you a r e  now 

objecting? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Def i n i t e l y  n&. The President is 

in te res ted  i n  a b i l l .  

MR. ROLFSON: He s a i d  a moderate increase. 

SENATOR DXRKSEN: That F s  r i g h t .  H e  s a id  s o  i n  h i s  

message. 

MIL ASHLIEl: Does t h a t  mean $1.157 

SENATOR DIRXSEM: Well, we don't put the  emphasis there  

and I don't  bel ieve t h a t  it vould h i t  of9 on t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Our problem Enore is the  more fundmental  one of how f a r  w e  
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go and how f a r  we reach out t o  bring these l i t t l e  i n t r a s t a t e  

busineesee within the  purview of the  Comt i tu t ion  by 

simply shreadbg t ha t  por t  ion of the Constitution. 

ldR, EDWARDS: W i l l  he object  t o  t h a t  with a veto? 

SENATOR DIXICSEN: Well, the  President  is a p r e t t y  

fundamental person, let me say. 

MR. ASHLEY: A l l  r i g h t ,  Senator,  Now let's go t o  

medical cara f o r  the  aged and aging.' That be worked thrcrugh - 
t he  Senate's Finance Committee. Y o u  perhaps w i l l  have a 

moderate b i l l  where the  federa l  government and t h e  s t a t e  

government s o r t  03 divy up and the  people who a r e  avai lable  

f o r  it ante  up, too, a s  against  tbe  Forand B i l l  where they 

increased the  5oc ia l  secur i ty .  

What do you think w i l l  come of thaz? 

SZNATOR DXBKSEN: W e l l ,  l e t  m e  give you a second 

answer t o  your o r ig lna l  observation, when you ta lk  about th ings  

being bogged down. 

New the  Senate Finance Committee f in i shed  act ion on 

thlie s o c i a l  secur i ty  b i l l ,  involving many amendments, which 

a r e  not objectionabla, and then t h e  help  fop t he  aged pro- 

vision. That is t h e  one t h a t  invokes a l l  t h e  controversy. 

Now a s  soon a s  t h a t  act ion was over yesterday afternoon, 

son18 of t h e  majority mmbers, a s  I understand from reading 

the  print, s a i d  t h a t  t h e i r  w n  platdorm had been repudiated 

and t h a t  they would car23 "Je fLgEnk t o  t h e  f l o o r  of t he  



Senate . 
Well, I an t ic ipa te  t h a t  t h a t  is going t o  be a p re t ty  

rugged f i g h t ,  and then you w i l l  discover, of course, t h a t  

mast of the  speeches w i l l  be on the  other  s i d e  of t he  a i s l e  

and I  suppose they w i l l  carry  the  burden of the  fight* 

because i n  the  main we s h a l l  not be too  unhappy w i t h  what 

t h e  Senate Finance Committee reported,  and it may a d - -  

mit :  of one o r  two amendments, but I am p re t ty  sure  t h a t  

t h e r e  a re  others  who want t o  go %f in i t e ly  fur ther  and among 

t h e  subs t i t u t e s  tha t  w i l l  be offered w i l l  be the  Forand - 
B i l l ,  which brings it within the  framework of the  

Social Security Act, meaning of course the  payroll  tax.  

MR. EDWARDS: Well, Senator, t h i s  medical a id  problem was 

one of the items the President l i s t e d  and yet the  Adminietra- 

t i o n ' s  plan, o r  t he  Fleming: plan was not presented t o  the 

Finance Cornittee. How was tha t?  And w i l l  you t r y  to  

bring tha t  up on t h e  f loor? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: The Flemming plan was avai lable  f o r  

preeentation. It was formalized and introduced by Senator 

Sa l tone ta l l  of Nassachusetts. That is t h e  Fltrmmieg plan. 

That is the  Administration plan. Now ac tua l ly  there  were 

eight  subs t i t u t e s  i n  s o  f a r  a s  IL could calendar them, 

Haw many were alluded t o ,  how many were considered, I  

do not know. These wsrs one by Anderson, one by Sa l tone ta l l ,  

one by davi t s  -- 1 should sag in  each case  the  distinguished 
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Senrbors f r m  these s t a t e s ,  but I am jus t  trying t o  economize 

on the. So I could list a l l  of them a s  subs t i tu tes  

for  tha t  portion of the blille B i l l  which came wer from 1 
the House. Now a l l  OP some par t  of them my be offered 

and you can see what a d i ~ ~ ~ l a s i ~ n  tha t  w i l l  provoke, and 

t ha t  might take a week, I do not know. 

MR. ASHLEY: D o  you think we w i l l  get  a medical a id  

b i l l ?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I hope w e  w i l l ,  and I hope it w i l l  be an 

agreeable one. And I think the-senate Finance Committee has 

done an excellene job and t h i s  gives me a chance t o  say some- 

thing tha t  has meaning and purpose. The vote was 12 t o  5, 

a s  I reca l l ,  and of the  12 who voted th i s  out six.were 

Republicans and s i x  were Democrats. 

MR. ASNLEP: That would h d i c a t e  t h a t  we w i l l  ge t  a 

medical maid b i l l  cf some sor t .  

SENATOR DIRXSCSM: I hope so, and I hope it w t l l  be 

In form. And outside the f r a m o r k  of the Social Zlecwity 

Act, and tha t  it w i l l  merit the approval of the  President. 

But it w i l l  remain t o  be seen what the f i n a l  action w i l l  be. 

MR.. EDWARDS: Senator, do you expeot t h e  President t o  

ask t h i s  session of Congress fo r  mom money for  defense? 

SENATOR DIRXSEX: I doubt it very m h .  'Actually when we 

finished i n  July we gave the President about $650 million 

i n  round f&gres over and above the budget request. Now 



with t h e  t r ans fe r  authori ty they have under t h e  Defense 

Appropriation A c t ,  plus t h i s  addi t ional  money, t h a t  may be 

adequate f o r  a l l  purposes, and then when Congress returnrs 

In  January, i f  t he re  is an urgent,  or immediate need, you 

can always cure it by means of a supplemental, or a 

deficiency appropriat ioa b i l l .  

BW. EDWARDS: Senator Johnslon says t h i s  mney has been 

impounded and t h e  President denies t h a t  t h i s  is so. Is 

this a question of aamntica?  ~ r g - t h s y  f ight ing over the  

wordsWfreezev and rtimpouad'"? - 
SENATOR DIRKSEN: Y e s .  I par t ic ipated i n  t h a t  

discussion.  It came about t h~ougb  a letter which was 

offered and placed Pn the  record t o  the e f fec t  these 

excess funds ought t o  be deferred and reserved u n t i l  

1962, to  the  maximum prac t ica l  extent .  But what is the  

meximum p r a c t i c a l  extent? 

When you t a l k  about p rac t i ca l ,  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  changes 

day a f t e r  day. The President is a r e a l i s t .  Fie takes  

account of Africa,  of Europe, of Asia and everything else, 

and whenever funds a r e  necessary, he is prepared t o  move in 

and has the  necessary background with which t o  do it. And b y  

way of f o r t i f i c a t i o n ,  I r e c i t e  the t h  he devoted i n  h i s  speech 

t o  the  convention i n  Chicago on t h i s  whole defeose and 

mi l i t a ry  arspect. 

MB. ASXLE?: I&. Seeatox, Yice President Nixon seem t o  
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be the  quiet  man a t  t h i s  session. I we him running around 

t h e  cor r idors  of t h e  Capitol buibdbg,  always with one br ie f -  

case under each arm, doing a l o t  of home work, but he ian ' t  

making any speeches on t h e  f loor.  'X% is a s o r t  of s e l f  - 
Pmposed r u l e  tha t  he  Ss not even holding pereonal press 

conferences here in  Washington. 

SElQATOB DIRICSEN: Could I interpose a t  t h a t  point? 

MilbR. AS-: Yes, I would l i k e  t o  have you. ..- 
SEIWi"i' DIRXXEM: The Vice President has no r ight  t o  

make a speech on t h e  f loor .  Consti tutionally he is the 

presiding o f f i ce r  of the  Senate and it i s  only by 

dispensation t h a t  sometimes he t a l k s  from the  &air. Aa, 

for instance, when w e  have distinguished gue6ts from foreign 

countries. That is one of those f l e x i b i l i t i e e  tha t  we 

indulge. But it i s n ' t  t he  function of the  Vice President, 

who is not a member of the  Senate a s  such, lie i a  a 

pa r t  of the  Senate, because he applies the  ru les ,  he 

in te rp re t s  them, he breaks a tie. And s o  it is not expected, 

and Be doesn't pa r t i c ipa te  in  f loor  discussion i n  the 

Senate. 

a. ASHLEY: You understand what I was driving a t .  

Whether the  Vice President, Mr. Nixon, and Senatop Kennedy 

should take time away from the  Seaate and go off 

campa igning. 

SENAMB DIRKSEN: you gi-6s BB an e x a d l e n t  opportunity 



t o  express a very r e a l i s t i c  point of view. We have joked 

back and fo r th  a s  you know on t h e  f loo r  of t h e  Senate 

every day, about who i s n ' t  on t h e  f loo r  and who is. 

Well, a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  Serrate and f o r  t h r r t  matter t h e  

whole Gong~ess fs lnot merely a l eg ie l a t ive  forum, it 18 

a l s o  something of a p o l i t i c a l  arena, because t h i s  ie a p o l i t i c a l  

form of governmat tha t  operates with two major p a r t i e s ,  

one t h a t  has the etewardsbip of government and one - 
t h a t  holds t h a t  party to  accountabil i ty and s o  in t h e  

echem of tbinga w e  recognize t h a t  t he  higheot o f f i c e  must 

be f i l l e d  first having a party nominee and secondly having 

t h e  nominee present himself t o  the party. 

I used t o  say the  way t o  get out of your o f f i ce  and 

get  out here ia to  put on your h a t ,  say good bye t o  

your o f f i c e  s t a f f  and say "You w i l l  see m e  when you see 

me." I have bean the  worst capt ive  here in Washineon. 

I have scarcely been out of t h i s  man's town. Twice mince 

January. Once t o  make a speech a t  Cooper Union to commemorate 

the  100th anniversary of the  Lincoln speech, and the  leecond 

time whea I wen* to the convention i n  Chicago. That is the  

only time I have been away from here. 

But i f  I want t o  get  away from here, t he re  is only one 

thing: to do: Walk out.  

MR. EDWARDS: What about &. Wixon'e role n w ,  ia h i s  

re la t ionsh ip  w i t h  you, a s  Xinority Leader, changed in any 
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wag s ince  the  convention? Is he taking a more ac t ive  role 

or par t ic ipa t ing  lipore with your -- 
SEWLTOW DIRKBEN: Oh, the Vice President has always 

taken an ac t ive  p a r t ,  f o r  the  very good roaeon tha t  more 

and more respons ib i l i ty  has been th rus t  upon him in t h i s  

Administration. HLe is the  chairman of the  National Security 

Council. The President has given him Other responsibi l i t ies .  

a. BDWBBDS: But epec i f ica l ly  - on get t ing leg is la t ion  

through Congress, now. Bas h i s  r o l e  chatnged i n  any way? 

SENATOR DIRXSXN: I confer- with the V i c e  President l i k e  

1 have alwaye conferred, because he has a deep and abiding 

i n t e r e s t ,  and he is an in teg ra l  pa r t  of th is  ddrainietration. 

How strange it would be i f  he was c a m 1  or cavalier  

about it and had no in te res t .  That wuuld be an amaging 

s t a t e  of a f f a i r s .  

MR. ROLFS<PN: Senator, what can you tell, u s  about your 

own r e l a t ions  generally with the Majority Leader, Senator 

Johnson? 

SENATOR DPBgSEX: My r e l a t ions  with the  lYlPjority 

Leader have always been pleasant and very f e l i c i t ious .  It 

i a  sometimes forgotten t h a t  w e  have known each other ra ther  

intimately f o r  27 years o r  more and w e  r e a l i s e  tha t  the  

leadership i n  the Senate sor't of recognizes tha t  it is a 

two-way street, f o r  otherw4se the Senate would be in a s t a t e  

of deadlock and stalrnaate most of the the. And so Jre get 
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along, even. though we disagree. 

MR. ROLFSON: Well, I want t o  follow t h a t  up with 

th i s :  Has your re la t ionsh ip  i n  any way changed now t h a t  

Senator ,Johnson is the  Vice R e s i d e n t i a l  nominee of t he  

Democrats? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: No. H e  may have a grea te r  f ee l ing  of 

urgency about some leg is la t ion ,  and I may simply say *You say 

we could f i n i s h  t h i s  i n  four days or f i v e  days, or three 

daysw and I may say "Look, t h i s  3s an important measure. 

It is going t o  take longer than t h a t .  **  And w e  a r e  not 

dragging our f e e t ,  contrary t o  w h a t  has been s a i d  on 

the Senate f loo r  and i n  the press. When you take measures 

that have wide applicat ion over the country and that 

w i l l  be on t h e  books from now on, t h a t  is an important 

thing. So %e believe we bes t  serve the  public i n t e r e s t  

by giving them f u l l  and f a i r  and extensive consideration. 

It is, a f t e r  a l l ,  the  world's g rea tes t  de l ibera t ive  

body and w e  do not want to  depart from character.  

168. ASHLEP: We see  you and Senator Johnson balancing 

on t h e  b a l l s  of your f e e t  on tha t  first s t e p  M t he  Senate 

every day, side by s ide .  

What I am t ry ing  to  get a t  is, is Senator Johnson the  

W j o ~ i t y  Leader still, or is Kennedy? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Be i e  the Majority Leader. The 

Majority Leader is selected by h i5  pety i n  t h e  Senate, and 



he is very de f in i t e ly  t h e  MajorZLty Leader. 

IW. ASHLm: Is he st ill running thiags? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: And recognized as such. 

IYW. ASHLEY: Is he ruming  things ,  though? 

MR. ASXLEY: B e l l ,  I recognize him as t he  MaJority 

Leader and when I want t o  sit with him on matters  r e l a t ing  

t o  scheduling and so fo r th ,  I go to  him always. 

MR. ASHLEY: Thank you, sir._ 

Thank you, Senator Dirksen. This has been OPEN HEARIW. 

We have t r i e d  t o  give you sennewhat of a behind t h e  scene8 

sess ion of w h a t  t h i s  bobtai led sess ion of C o w e s s  is going 

to be like. 

This is Charles Ashlag i n  Washington. 

THE ANNOUNCER: This has been OPEN HEARIXG with ABC 

corm~gndators Charles Ashley, John Edwards and John Rolfson. 

Today's guest has been Senator Everett  Dirksen, Republican 

of I l l i n o i s .  

HEARlNG is produced by Eelen Jean Rogers, d i rected 

by Richard Armetrong, o r ig ina te s  i n  Washington, D. C., and has 

been a Public Affa i r s  presentat ion of ABC News. 
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