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THE ANNOUNCER: The ABC Television Hetwork presents,
from Washington, D, C,, OPEN HEARING, a program dedicated to
public service,

Now hsere 1z your host, A3C commentator Charles Asiilay.

ME, ASHLEY: I am sittzing in fcor Joan Secondarl who is out
¢f the couniry on assignments,

Here in Washingtion this 1s a time of decision. The
Senats has been in gession one weegq It has aliready passed
the Anmtsrctica Treaty. If ras before it arguments
3tiil == perhaps bogged down == onr minimum wage. Upcoming will
be some debaie and scme acstion perhaps orn medicel care for
the aged and aging.

These things and other matters hefore the Seaate affect
all of ug in our pockstboecks and person. 82 itocday, to find
cuf Just what might happen, we have cailed for questloning
the Benate Minority Leader, Evereit McKinley Dirksen,
Republican from Illiacis.

Ading 1ipn the quastioning will be John Edwards, our
White House corrsspondent, and John Reifson, ABC Washington
correspendésnt,

Now ieft's get te work. CSenator DRiritgen, realilsgtically,
what can we expect of this session of Congress?

SENATCR DIRXSZIN: VWelli, first let me take eaception
t0 2 cisuse ip youyr ozening Itatement that things are

bogged down, They zre 5%t 2ogzed down,



MR, ASHLEY: They have been debating on minimum wages
for four daye now,

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I know. But here is 2 measurs that
has brozd lapsct on the satire country and particularly on the
merchnanta in the small towas. GSo it is only fair to
assume that there 1z broad intersst ia Congrass and if you
have notad the debates very carefuily, there aas been
more discusgion, I think, on the‘@éjority side than on our
slde, 2¢ bere iz 2 bill of vital lamportance and it can not
be gala that 1t is kogzed down.. It ls getilng falr discussion.
I heven't 2vaon bLbeen at B2t yei on this bpill, and I expect
to discugs it 2% scre lengih, and then ito make this bill
conforn, 17 7o can, to our concept o what it ought to be.
Since we zre us much interested in a wage-hour amendmeni
as aanynody 2558, w2 willl have amendmencs to offer, just as
w3 did in the commitico, and then we will have to let
it take its course.

MR. ASHLEY: Do rou t{hink you will gst to voting by
Tuesday?

SENATCOR DIZKBIN: Velli, we may get to voting by
Taesday, bui 1% is problempitical whether or aot you could
complete it by Tuesday or even by Wednesday. There ie a
major sudsitituie that [ chall offar, There is & major
amendmeat *that Senator Holland of Florids will offer,; and

T thirk there are oiiy anendments, drobibly aggregating
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40 or more irc number, 50 by the time we finish all these
I would say 1t might be Wadnesday. It could be Thursday,
as a matter of fact.

MR, ASHLEY: Wsall, with this in mind, what major
legislation do yecu expect this bobtailled session of Congress
will accomwplish before it is supposed to adjourn by Labor
Day?

SENATCR DIRKSZN: Well, first we fimished the Antartica
Treaty. Secondly, on the rivers and harbors appropriations
biil., Now minimun wags., I islfair tc assume that could
pe followed with g secondary boycoti bill, There are some
authorizations that thz Presidsni wants oa which the
Fereiza Reiationz Committese must take acticn,

We must taxe action on the appropriations bill for
Mutual Security. And then, rzeading over on the House side
in tke Rules Committer of ize House iz @ schecel aild bill,
aigo & housing bill, and ther ifiaere aay bte others. So 1t
depeads entirely on iow ruca the majority may want to
accomplish in thie sessiocon.

MR, ASHLEY: .John =dwards, you nave s guestion, the
Preéident wants 21 proposzis »assed or actead on,

MR, EDWARDS: Senator firksen thows:lhas been much
discussion all this weak about tize President’s message 1o
Cengress. We Rawve heard clalre, counter claims, criticism,

wraise, ané the Fresidenv’s own 2xplanation that it would be
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inconsistent with him not to repeat these rocommendations
to Congress.

How many ¢ these so=-called 21 items do you think
the seesion can sct upea?

SENATOR DIRXEEN: Well, that is cne of those
imponderables and 1 doubt very much whether anybody can
give you a goeod, concrete answer. 1 have gone over the
list pretty well, I submittednongif‘as you know, that was
tabled just shortly af<er we got out from port in this
session.

MR. EDWARDS: ¥You are speaking of civil righis?

SENATOR DIRXEEN: The two proposals in the original
package that I offered in Februery wihich were deleted, partly
cn ny own motions, oddly encugh, and then submitted them
in the hope that we could round ocut that gpgackage, that is one.

Then tkere i3 the questiocn of farm reliei. The
President belleves thers ought tc 2e some action in this
session cn the theory that you can't weit until January.

Waen ycu stop t¢ comsider that storage costs.on the
surplus whaat hoard alcme run uap to a thousand dollars a
minute, that looks like something preity important and
pretty urgent,

Thor therse is an immigratlon proposal that is pending.

A gocd many octhers. Ther2 is the omeibus judges bill, There

iz the zrea roedevelonnent 2ill, twice va2tcoced because it was



in a form that the President refused to take. But I
introduced a new 2ill right aiter the veto, it is pending in
the Senate HBanking Committea, and I am hopeful we can get
gctieon on it. But ws are pot in coatrol, that is the
importvant thing to romember.

MR, ASHLEY: With :tkis imposiag list ehead of you,
are you wiliing to make some prediction on when you will be
able to leave Washiagton wWith all work done?

SENATOR DIRXSEN: Al: I know—is the terget is Labor
Dgy or scmetime before. Now that goes back them to the
observation I just made a moment age. Alter all, den't
forget that in the Senaies you have B8 Zemccrats and 34
Republicaas. We do aot run the show. it is for them to
determine finally. . whea they want to adicura if they can
summon up enouvgh votes for sine dis adjournment resoliutior,
and that mesas they muzst determine how much or heow little
is to be enacted,

Speaxing for myse2if, I am prepared to stay. In his
message the Presicdent said "You ought to stay here until the
task 1s done." I am quite willing.,

MR, SDWARDS: The Iresident alzo suggesied during his
news confarence that it is silly %o talk about taking
wesks and months to zet action on =zlupléd measures, and
he was referring to his 21 item list.

Do you considar these simple things that could be

disposed of quicuiy?



SENATGR DIRKSEN: There are a gocdmany of these that
could be disposed of without extended debate, I am not
insengible to the faci that when you move latic the field
0i clviil rights or minimum wages that the impact is so
gresat, tne divergenciass of viewpceini are so many thet it
does take a ilttle more time,

But if it takes time, that is cur duty. We are
discharging a public »esponsibility here,

¥R. EDWARDS: Regardliasgs of time, arse you goling to try
on every cone of these 2: acilons?

SENATOR DIRK3EN: 1 don't know that we cas try on every
nne of them but I wiil say this: 7 will make some kind of an
endeavor on a good maay of thess heczuse I de net want it said
that all we cdid was to enzage in a lot cf semantic exercises
and make speeches on the floor and didn't come up with
concrate proposals and submili them for actionm in the
Senate and in the House,

MR. ROLF3OCM: Senator, based on what you said
yourself after the leaders' meeting at the White House
the other day, a sort cf a suggestion that you might put
ikany of these proposals forward in the Senate s riders to
existing legislation?

2ENATCR DIRKSEN: That is »ight,

MR, ROLFSON: Arz vou definitsly wpilsaning that?

SENATOR DIRKESEN: You ses vLu anve %0 L3ve scme
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familiarity with Senate rules. If yoso recess,; you have no
mcralng hour. If you have no morning hour, you sre stultified
somewhat 1in whai vcu can dc, because when we had a morning
hour I offered the civili rights bL1ll and 2sked for first
reading. Thea I was inx a position {o agk for secoad reading
and thers could te sbjecilon and it would have to go over
for a dey.

Noew 1f you are shut off by that parliamentary device,
then of courge you have to zhop Et un somewhat and offer
it as vriders or amgndments to bhiils that come., And even
there you are limited. You caan offer no legislation to an
appropriation bill, You would have to suspend the rule and
get 2 two-~thirds vote. So you have to wailt for a legislative
oropesal €0 ceme te the floor and then oifer it to that.

MR, ASHLEY: Eecause of the acticn in the Congress
at this ftime -- I am thinkiag in terms of ihe people back
home -- is it p guesticn 0f (o0 much jockeying back and
forth beciuse 1t i3 a polltical yvear,. or ara you really
werking hard?

SENATOR DIRKSLN: We are really lazoring earnestiy,
quites aside Zrom the fact that this is & political year.
Frankly, titegse ithings were recited in the Presidentl’s
Stats of the Union liessage. Ha refrgshed the Congress
on it the first weelr in May and you will have observed

in the nessage that caad ap S Yoaday of thils week,
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"I go back to that message and reassart axd renew my interest
and ask for legislation on these speclfic items.” 50 they
have beon here a long ZTime. This is old ground that we
arg plowilng.

MR, RCLFSON: Well, Zenator; how 2re you golng to plow
all this old ground within thils so-callel target date
¢f Labor Day?

SENATOR DIRKSZN: Well, I didg’t set a target date.

¥R, EDWARDS: Senator, why did vou pick civil rights
from the olé ground te start out with? I mean after all you
spent an awful 1o%t ©f {ime opr that and there was & bill on
that passed. Way #4id vou piciz taat as the first thing
to iatroduce?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: First 1t was In tie package we

intyeduced on the 15ta oI Fsbruary, Sscondly, 4o get

[

actlon in the civil rizhia field we had to wmake zome
concessicas, That didn’'t mean we were conceding our
convictions., We vwere simply belng resiistic and tried
to get a pill,

Now then we come along with this seszilon and the President
says "1'd ilke to have those twe provisioas restored." So
I undertook %o get thenm restored aad 1 failsed in that
andeavor .,

MR, ASHLEY: 2¢ you taink we will have any cilvil rights

Bill thls sassion?
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SENATOR DIRKSEN: I don't know, but we haven't lost
interest in 1it,

MR, ASHLEY: It is not a quesiion of losing interest.
Senator Javits zaid that he will bring up another biil, but
a2 indicated that L2 wonld bring it ud oaly after alli othey

inportant business was izken ug and passad or not passed.

[ £2]

CNATCGE DIRKSEN: My friendg in this business 1
Just azve to s3ay vou never mwake & gonfesslion,

The old motto is '"Hever say die and never take your
eyes off the stars,." Sp here is the summit, thexe are
those two liems in civili rigats, +to xround out hat

package, and consceguently I work at it, And so long as we

in session, hope spriags etueranal.

are



MR, ASHIZY: T am trying to be realistliec, Senator. 11

SENATCR DIRKSEN: I am too,

MR. ASHIEY: Do you think there will be a Clvil
Rights bill passed?

SENATCR DIRKSEN: Well, I hope to consumate 1t, I
may faill,

MR, RCLFSON: Senator, we are talking now about having
our eyes on the stars., That 1s a long way off for Labor
Day, ian't 1t?

SENATOR DiRKSEN: WNot in the space age.

MR. ROLFSON: Not in the space age?

SEMATOR DIRKSEN: Oh, no.

VR, ROLFSCN: There secemsg to be some feeling emong
many memhers on the Hill that this is going to run a
couple weeks Into September. How do you feel about that?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well I wouldn't know because I am
not in charge of the program. I an Just the Minorlty
Leeder, I have cnly got thirty-four troops on the battle
line. There are slxty-slix on the other side,

MR., ROLPSON: Well let!'s say the other slde. I1If the
troops on the other side are able to pet a certaln closing
date con this gession, adjournment date; they go to the
President and say "We are through." Suppcse the President
isn't satisfled and wants to call them back. B there a
chance for a special sessicn?

SENATOR DIRXSCN: T cornot speak for the Pregident.
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I do know, however, that always whenh you wind up = session,
he wants to be notifiled, He couid very well say "Look,
You haven't taken very much sctlon on this program that I
have submitted to you." From there on 1t 1s anybody's guess
as to what will happen and whether or not he may have in
mind, if he doesn’t get the things that he thinks he should
have, becauge of the urgency of some of these measures,
he nay very conceivably say "Well, there cught to be an
extraordinary sesslon,” and then that presupposes this
question: When?

But those are speculati-ng and I do not venture too
deeply in that flelid. I am Just dealing with verities
of the moment.

MR, ROIFSON: I would like to foilow this just one
moment; if I may, Charles:

Hag the Preslident indilcated this at all to you in
any of your leadership meetings that he might under some
clrcumstances be prevared to c¢all a specizl session?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: wWell; I wouldn't know. We are going
tc have a leadership me=ting on Tuesday, nexti, and we
may have some discussion of 1%t at that time, but there
has been no discussion of 1t thus far. And I always try to
ba verg metilculous and never try to put words in the
President's mouth or %o commit him, or even to conjecture

ag to what he will or will not do,
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MR, ASHLEY: Let's get to specifics now. The
ainimem wage: that wlll be debated as you said perhaps
untill Thursday?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, it is ccaceivable tkhat it
could run that long.

MR, ASHLEY: Do you think that there will be a
compromise of $1.15 an hour rather than Kennedy's proposal
of $1.25? D» wou think that eve?ybody could go along with
that?

SENATOR DIRXSEN: Actually the probiem has not been too
much the waze feature of these amendmeats. The real problem
itas been coverage.

MR, ASHLEY: By "coverage," you mean how many more
millions will De brought into this, e guestion of the
five mililion.

SENATCR DIRKSEN: Ik part, but there is a fundamental
question involved here, and I certainly concur with the
argument made by Senator Ervin on the majority side that
what you are virtualily doing isg tearing the commerce clause
of the Constitution to shreds and that is almost what this
biil dces, Tou dec, of course, hang on some limitations
in the form of a doliar s3ign, but a subsequent Congress
can reduce tae =zmililipnm dollar linit oa retail businesses.
Another Congrsas can bring 1% down to $250,000. Anothex

Zongress, onco the nrinciple hias Heen astablished; can wipe
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it out altogether. And thez the loag arm of

centralized bureaucratic government can reach out and take
into account the comings and goings in the affairs of little
business enterprises that are so essentially not in
interstate commerce, bui wholly local, znd in intrastate
gommerce. That iz the fuadamental that 1ls involved here,

MRR, ROLFSCON: You sound like you are arguing against
any minimum wage bill at all.

SENATOR DIRKZEEM: ¥No, I Just'ﬁant to nedify this and
nerfect it, That is the r2ascn I have & substitute substan-
#ially i1ike the bill that passed the House.

ME. EDWARDS: Vell, Seaator, without gzking you to
»ut words in the Presideut's mouith, has he indicated to
vou aow in your conversatione in advance of this that he will
veto the wage bill, wiiik the coverage Lo which you are now
abjecting?

SZNATOR DIRXSEN: Deilaitaly act. The President is
interested in a bill,

UR. ROLFSON: Ze said a moderate increase,

SEHATOR DIRKSEN: That is right., He said so in ais
nessage.

MR, ASELZY: Dces teat mean $L,157

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, we don't put the emphasis there
and I cdon't belisve tohat 1% would hit off on that at all,

our problenm her2 Ig taz acre fundamanial one of how far we



15

go and how far we reach out to dring theose little intrastate
businessas within the purview of the Constitution by
sinply shreading that porticn of tae Coastitution.

MR, EDWARDS: Wiil he cbject to that with a veto?

SENATCR DIRKSEN: Wolli, the Prssident is a pretty
fundamenial person, let me say.

MR, ASHLEY: All right, Senator. Now iet’s go to
mecdical care for the agz=d and aging:' That 1is worked tarough
the Senate's Fiannce Committes. You perhaps will have a
mocderate pill whers the faderal govarnment and the state
governmnent sort of divy up and the people who are available
for it ante up, toc, as agalust the Forand 3ill where they
increased the =ocilal security.

What do you think will come cof thai?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: VWeli, let we give you a second
answer %o your originél cbservation, when you ©alk about things
being bogged down,

Now the Serate Finance Committee finished zction on
this sccilal security pilli, involving wany amendments which
ara not objectlonabla, and thenr the aeld Jor the aged pro-~
vision, That is the one that invokes ail the controversy.

Now as soon as that action was over yssterday afternoon,
scme of the majorliy aembers, as I understand from readiag
the primt, said <hat their swn platiorm had been repudiated

A,

% they would carey she fight to the fioor ol the

& R
and Lha
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Senate,

Well, I anticipate that that is going to be a pretty
rugged fight, and then you wiil discover, cf course, that
mo3% ¢i the spee;hes will He on the othexr side of the aisls
and I suprose ihay will carry the burden of the Tlght,
because in the main we shall nct be Loo unhappy with what
the Semate Fimance Commitiee reported, and it may &C- -
mit: of cno or itwo amendments, but I am pretty sure that
there ave others who want tc go Infinitely further and among
the gubstitutes that will be offerec will be the Forand
Bi1l, which brings it withia the framework of the
Soclal Sgcurity Act, meaning of ccurse the payroll tax.

MR. EDWARDS: Well, Ssanator, this medical ald probliem was
cne of the items the President lisied and yet the Administra-
tiocn's plan, or the Flemming plan was not presented to the
Finance Committee. How was tkat? And wilill yeu try to
bring that up on the flooxr?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: The Flemming plan was available for
pregsentation. It was formalized and introduced by Senator
Saltonstall of Massachugeiis. That 1s the Flemming plan.
That is the Admialsiration plan., Now actually there were
eight substitutes in a0 far a5 I coeld caleundar them.

How many ware alluded to, how many were considered, I
do not know, Thers was ong Ly Anderscn, one by Saltonstall,

-
-

one BY Jariis -

n)

121ld zmay in each case the distinguished

o
JIJ\
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Senators from ihese states, but I am just trying to economize
on time, So I could list all of them as substitutes

for that portion of the }ills Bill which came over from

the House. Now all or scme part of them may be offered

and you can see what 2 dlscuesion that will provoke, and

that might take a week, I do not know.

MR. ASHLEY: Do you think we will got a medical aid
pill? N

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I hope we wili, and I heope it will be an
sgreeable one. And I thiak the Senate Finance Committee has
done ap excelient job and this glves me a chance to say some-
thing that has meaning and purpcse. The vote was 12 to 5,
as I recall, and of the 12 who voted this out six were
Republicans 2nd six were Demccrats.

MR, ASHLEY: That weould indicate that we will get a
medical aid bill cf scaes sori.

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I howe =0, 2nd I hope it will be
in form. And outside the framework of the Social Security
Act, and that it will merit the approval of the President.
But it wili remain to be seen what the final acticn will be.

MR, EDWARDS: Senator, do you expect the President to
ask this session of Congreoss ior mors money for defense?

SENATCR DIRXSEN: I doubt it wesry much, Actually when we
finished in July we gawe the Praosident abkout $650 million

in round fizures ovar and above tike budget request. Now
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with the tranefer suthority they have under the Defense
Appropriation Act, piuz this additioral money, that may be
adequate for all purposes, and then when Congress returas
in Jaauary, if there is &n urgent, or lmmediate need, you
can always cure it oy means of z sgupplemental, or a
deficiency appropriztion bill,

ME. EDWARDS: Senator Joangon says this money hes been
impounded aand the President denles that this 1is so. 1Is
this a question of semantics? Aré—thay fighting over the
woras "freeze aand "impound'?

SENATCR DIRKSEN: Yes. I payiicipated ia that
discussion. It came about through a letter which was
offeresd and »laced In tke racorgd o the effect these
excess funds oughkt to he deferred and resarvaed until
1962, to the maximun practical extent. 3But what is the
mezximum practical extent?

When you tzik about praciical, this situation changes
day after day. The President iz a2 reaiist. He takes
account 6f Africa, of Zurope, ¢f Asla and everything alse,
and whersesver funds are nscessgry, ke is prepared to move in
and hae the necesgsary background with which to do it., And by
way of fortification, I recilis the time he devoted in his speech
tc the conveaticn ia Thicago on this whole defense and
militsry aspect.

MR, ASALEY: ir. Sanator; Yice President Nixen seems to
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be the quiel man at this sesgion. I see him running around
the corridors of the Capitol building, always with one brief-
case under each arm, déing & lot of home work, but he ian't
making any speeches on the flgor. 1§ is a sort of self-
impesed rule that he is not even holding personal press
conferences here in Washington.

SENATCR DIRKSEN: Could I interpose at that point?

MR, ASILEY: Yes, I would iike to have you,

SENATOR DIRXSEN: The Vice Prezident has mo right to
nake 8 speech on the Iloor. Cohstituticnally he is the
prasiding officer of the Sonate and it is only by
dispensation that someilmes ae taiks Irom the chair, As,
for instance, when we have distinguished guests from foreign
cgountriea, That is ore of thosa flexihilities that we
iadulge. But 1t isa’'t the function of the Vice President,
whe 1s not a member of the Semate as such, He is a
part ¢f the Eonats, decause he applles ths rules; he
interprots taem, he breaks a tie. And so it is not expsected,
and he doesn’t perticipate in floor discussion in the
Senate.

MR, ASHLEY: 7ou understand what I was driving at.
Whether the Vice President, Mr. Nixon, and Senator Kennedy
should sake fime away ircm ithe Senale and go off
cgmpzigning.,

SENATCE DIRKSIN: Ca. 7ou zirTe »e 3n a9xcellent opportunity

o
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to express a very realistic point of view, We have Jjoked
back and forih as you know on the floor o the Senate
overy day, about who isn't on the floor and who is,

Well, afiter ail, the Senate and for that matter the
whole Cengress 1s not merely & leglslative forum, 1t is
alsc scmething of a poliltical arena, because this ig a politicsl
form of goverament that operates witk two major partiles,
one that has tho stewardshlpy of government and one
trat nolds that pariy (o accountaﬂglity and s¢ in the
acheme @f things we recognize thst the highest coffice must
be filled firat by heving 2 partiy ncopinse and secondly having
e aocmines nressnt himsslf to the party.

i used to say the way to get out of your office and
got sut here iz Lo put on your hat, say zoeod bye to
your office staff and say '"You will see me when you see
ne," I nave been the worsy capilve here in Washington.
I have scarcely been out i This man's town. Twice since
January. Once to make a speech at Cooper Union to commemorate
the 100th anaiversary of the Lincoln speech, aad the second
time when I weni to tlie conventiom in Chicago. That is the
oniy time I have Desn away Iirom aere,

But i2 I want tov get away from here, there is only one
thing to do: Walk out,

R, EDWARDS: What about 4dr. Nixon's roie ncw, is his

relationshiln with 7you, zc Hinorliy Leacder, changed in any
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way since the convention? Is he taking a more active role
or participating more with your -—-

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Ch, the Vice President has alwaye
taken an actlve part, for the very good reason that more
and more regwonsibkiiity has been thrust upon him in this
Administration. He iz the chairmen of the National Security
Council. The Presideat has givean hirm other responsibilities.

MR, EDWABDS: But specifica;}y on gaiting legislation
tarough Congress, now., Has hig role changed in any way?

SENATOR DIRXZSZN: 1 confer with the Vice President like
1 have always coaferrsd, Decauce ho has n deep and sbiding
interest, and he 1s an integrai part of this Administration.

How strange it would be if e was casual or cavalier
about it and had ne interest. That would be an amazing
state of alfairs,

MR, ROLFSCN: Senctor, what caa you tell us about your
own reiaticas generslly with the Majority Leader, Senator
Johngon?

SENATOR DIRKSENM: LNy relations with the Majority
Leader have always Jeen pleasani and very felicitious., It
is sometimes Iforgotien that we unave known osach other zrather
Intimately for 27 y=ars or more and we realize that the
leadership ia the Senaie seri ol recognizea that it is s
two-may strset, for sihurwise fhe Jenate would be in a state

of deadlock a2nd staleomates most of the time, And 30 we get
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along, even. though we disagree.

MR, ROLFSON: Well, I want to follow that up with
this: Has your relationship 1an any way changed now that
Senator , Johnson 1s the Vice Presidential nominee of the
Democrats?

SENATCR DIRKSEN: No, He may have a greater feeling of
urgency about some legislation, and I may siaply say ''You Say
we could finish this in four days or five days, or three
days" and I may say "Look, this is zzn impertant measure.
It is going %o take longer than that., " And we are not
dragging our fezet, contrary to wiat bhas heen said con
the Senate ficor and in the press., When you take mepsures
that have wide applilcation over the country and that
will be on the books Irom mcw on, that 1s an important
thing. So ve believe we besi serve the pubiic interest
by giving them full and falr and sxtensive consideration.
it is, after all, the world’s greatest dsliberaitive
body and we do not want to depari from character,

MR. ASHLEY: We see you and Senator Johnscon balancing
on the bails of your feei on that first step in the Senate
every day, side by side.

What I am trying to get ai 1is, is Senator Joiwnson the
Majority Leader still, or is KXennedy?

SENATCR DIRKSEM: He is +the Majority Lender. The

Hajority Leader is szlecied by iiig party 1n the Senate, and
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he is very definitely the lMajority Leader,

MR, ASHLEY: Is he still rupning things?

SENATCR DIRKSEN: And reccgnized as s3uch,

MR, ASHLEZY: Is he runnlzng things, though?

MR, ASELEY: Well, I recognize him as the Majority
Lesader and when I want to 81t with him on metters rslating
to scineduling arnd so forth, I go tc him alwsys.

MR, ASELEY: Thank you, sir, _

Thsnk you, Sanator Dirksen., This has been OPEN HEARING.
We have tried to zive you somewhat of a behind the scenes

session of what this bobtailled session of Ccngresas ie going

to be like,

This is Charles Ashlay in Washington.

THE ANNOUNCER: This has seen OPEN HEARING with ABC
commendators Charles Ashley, John Edwards and John Rolfsonm.
Today's guest has heen Senator Everett LCirksen, Republican
of Illinois.

CPEN HEARING iz produced by Helen Jean Rogers, directed
by Richard Armstrcrg, originates iz Washington, D, C.. and has
been a PUblic Affairs nresentation of ABC News,



